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Wirt iz-Zejtun ilha ghal dawn |-ahhar tnax-il sena tahdem sabiex tqanqal aktar interess u apprezzament
fis-sit tal-Villa Rumana li jinsab fl-iskola sekondarja taz-Zejtun, dik li kienet maghrufa bhala I-Iskola
Carlo Diacono (ara artiklu separat f'din il-harga). Ghal dawn I-ahhar snin ukoll hadmet sabiex dan is-sit
jigi mmanigjat ahjar, sahansitra offriet li tibda tiehu hsiebu I-ghaqda stess.

Din il-hidma kienet ged thalli [-frott, tant li hames snin ilu, is-sit tal-Villa Rumana spi¢¢a sahansitra fil-
programm elettorali tal-Kunsill Lokali, tant li kien issemma’ li dan jehtieg jigi “irrestawat” u jifforma
parti minn heritage trail. Ghalkemm matul din il-legislatura |-Kunsill Lokali hadem hafna fil-qasam tal-
wirt kulturali u sar xoghol ta’' restawr siwi, u ghalkemm I-istess Kunsill Lokali uza wkoll il-pressjoni
sabiex is-sit tal-Villa Rumana ma jibqax fl-istat li hu, ghaddew hames snin u fis-sit tal-Villa Rumana ma
sar xejn. Mhux ta' b'xejn li fil-programm elettorali tal-elezzjoni tal-Kunsill Lokali li ghadha kemm saret,
il-Villa Rumana ma tissemma’ mkien!

Anhna wkoll kellna tamiet kbar li jsir xi haga matul ix-xhur u s-snin li ghaddew. Kellna sahansitra |-
approvazzjoni tal-ex Ministru tal-Edukazzjoni, is-Sur Evarist Bartolo, li kien ta direzzjoni ¢ara lit-tmexxija
tad-Dipartiment tal-Edukazzjoni sabiex ma jostakolaw bl-ebda mod kull talba li ssir sabiex dan is-sit
jghaddi f'idejn Wirt iz-Zejtun. Sahansitra, meta kien qed jigi ppjanat it-tkabbir u l-izvilupp tal-istess
skola, ftit xhur wara din l-istess laqgha, saru anke pjanti li juru li s-sit tal-Villa Rumana kellu fizikament
jigi separat mill-iskola.

Mela x'gara biex waqgaf kollox? Inbidlet it-tmexxija u nbidlet id-direzzjoni. Mhux biss. L-istess tmexxija
tad-Dipartiment tal-Edukazzjoni, issa jridu jibnu fuq il-fdalijiet arkeologic¢i tal-Villa Rumana, u din tibga’
biss accessibbli mill-kantina tal-bini i jridu jibnu. Qed jghidu li I-iskola ghandha bzonn titkabbar aktar u
m’hemmyx fejn!

Ir-risposta taghna hija wahda cara. Dan huwa sit arkeologiku skedat fl-oghla protezzjoni, dik ta' Klassi
A u li dak li jixtiequ dawn |-uffic¢jali ma jistax isir. Mhux biss hekk. Dan huwa sit ta’ importanza kbira
ghall-istorja ta’' Beltna, u I-ghaqgda taghna ghandha dmir li taghmel dak kollu possibbli sabiex dan il-wirt
jithares.

Sadanittant, dan is-sit huwa mimli haxix selvagg, b'riskju li jiehu n-nar u ssir hsara rreparabbli lil dawn
il-fdalijiet. Dan ifisser ukoll li n-nuggas ta’ manutenzjoni qed twassal li dawn il-fdalijiet mhux jigu
kkonservati kif suppost.

Issa la nitilfu kollox nogoghdu nibku!
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Mixja fil-Kampanja 2024

Nhar il-Hadd 14 t'April organizzajna |-mixja ta’ kull sena fil-kampanja
madwar jew qrib taz-Zejtun. Din is-sena |-mixja kienet minn San
Klement sad-Dar tas-Soru, fl-inhawi ta’ San Annard, limit ta’ Haz-
Zabbar u lura. Mixja ta' kwazi 10km, tliet sieghat ta' mixi f'ambjent
miftuh, f'pajsagg mimli storja.

Fin-nofs jew fit-tarf?

lllum il-kappella ta’ San Girgor fii- Zejtun, jew ahjar, il- kappella antika ta’ Santa Katerina, hija magtughia mir-
rahal principali. Anke llum il-kappella tinsab wahedha pero mizmuma tajjeb u tiehu sehem attiv u regolari fil-
hiajja religjuza tai-Zwieten. Ghandha zewg cimiterji madwarha fejn il-parti I-kbira taz-Zwieten isibu is-serhan
taghhom ghal dejjem.

Ghalfejn izda jekk kienet il-kappella tal-paroééa kienet mibnija fejn hi? Mhux fnofs Bisqallin jew Hal Gwann
jew Hal Bisbut? Fil-fatt dawn l-irhula z-zghar kellhom diversi kappelli u sahansitra wahda minnhom, dik tal-
Assunzjoni ta’ Santa Maria kienet izzomm is-sagrament tal-kappella parrokkjali ghal snin twal matul il- sittax u
sbatax il-seklu. Din fil- fatt kien ipproponiha |-ewwel Inkwizitur Appostoliku Patri Pietro Dusina meta kien
mibghut mill-Papa fil-1575 ghall-vizita pastorali tieghu fil-parrocci Maltin. Dan il-prelat malajr induna li I-
kappella ta’ Santa Katerina kienet geghda f'post dizabitat hafna, miftuh berah ghall-attakki tal-furbani, u bata’
kemm il-darba taht il-qilla tal-Ottomani. L-ikbar tnejn probabli kienu I-Assedju tal-1565 u wara, |-Attakk tal-
1614. Ir- raguni primarja kienet li |-kappella ta’ Santa Katerina kellha port kbir ta’ Marsaxlokk li kien komdu
hafna biex jirmiggjaw u jinzlu armati ta’ nies.

U din probabli kienet ir-raguni ghalfejn il-kappella ta’ Santa Katerina kienet fil-post li kienet. ll- parroc¢a ta’
Santa Katerina kienet testendi minn Marsaxlokk u Birzebbuga ghal lvant, Hal Ghaxaq ghal punent, u tasal sa
taht is-swar ta’ Bormla. Meta tqis dan il-kobor ta’ art, Il-kappella kienet tinsab kwaii fl-epicentru, fejn kienet
thaffef il-hajja tal-qassis biex jaqdi u jamministra s-sagramenti fl-erbgha irjieh tal-parrocca tieghu. Fejn il-
quddiem, meta |- parroééa ta’ Santa Katerina bdiet tingasam fparroééi ofirajn u ingatghu miz-Zejtun, il-
kappella ta’ San Girgor sabet ruhha wahedha, barra r-rahal, u ghalkemm kellha hitan foxnin, u kwazi
fortifikata, xorta wahda kienet milghuba hafna drabi taht I-attakki tal-ghadu.
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II-Villa Rumana - X’ghamlet Wirt iz-Zejtun?

Wirt iz-Zejtun ilha sa mill-2012 titkellem dwar il-Villa Rumana li ghandna fiz-Zejtun. Dawn huma ufiud fost numru ta' inizjattivi li
hadet matul dawn is-snin:

2012 - Simpozju dwar il-Villa Rumana bis-sehem ta' diversi esperti; pubblikazzjoni dwar il-Villa Rumana; wirja dwar il-Villa
Rumana; zjara fis-sit tal-Villa Rumana u hilogna dokumnetarju fuq CD dwar il-Villa Rumana.

2013 - Decizjoni mefuda mill-Kumitat Ezekuttiv sabiex Wirt iz-Zejtun titlob il-guardianship tal-Villa Rumana. Dwar dan iltgajna
mal-entitajiet ikkoncernati, fosthom il-Ministru responsabbli mill-Kultura. Fassalna pjan ta’ immanigjar sabiex jigi pprezentat
lis-Soprintendenza u lill-Ministeru tal-Edukazzjoni sabiex nkunu nistghu nhejju I-bidu ghal dan il-process twil u impenjattiv.
2014 - Ghalkemm matul I-2014 ma tantx hdimna fuq il-progett tal-guardianship tal-Villa Rumana, hu xorta baga’ fuq moffina u
fejn kellna l-opportunita, wassalna I-hsibijiet taghna rigward il-villa lill-entitajiet ikkoncernati sabiex nuru i l-interess taghna
f'dan il-progett ghadu haj.

2017 - Waqt Zejt iz-Zejtun, permezz ta’ progezzjoni ta’ vidjow dwar il-Villa Rumana fiz-Zejtun, wassalna gharfien dwar dan is-sit
importanti fiz-Zejtun.

2018 - Kellna laggha mal-Ministru Evarist Bartolo u I-Principal tal-Kullegg San Tumas More rigward il-Villa Rumana sabiex
naraw x’nistghu naghmlu biex nipproteguha u fl-istess hin naghmluha acéessibbli ghall-pubbliku. Il-Ministru ta direzzjoni ¢ara li
x-xewgat ta’ Wirt iz-Zejtun ghandhom jitwettqu.

2019 - Kellna laggha mal-Ministru tal-Gustizzja, Kultura u Gvern Lokali, Dr. Owen Bonnici, mas-Soprintendenza ghall-Wirt
Kulturali u mal-Kap tal-Iskola Sekondarja San Tumas More rigward il-Villa Rumana li tinsab fl-istess skola sabiex naraw X’inhu
I-pass li jmiss. Inbeda |-process sabiex hekk kif stipulat permezz tal-ligi ghall-Wirt Kulturali, dan is-sit jghaddi taht il-kustodja
ta’ Heritage Malta, biex wara jkun jista’ jsir management agreement ma’ Wirt iz-Zejtun biex inkunu nistghu nibdew noperawh u
niehdu fisiebu afina b’kollaborazzjoni ma’ Heritage Malta. Saru wkoll lagghat mal-Fondazzjoni ghall-Iskejjel ta' Ghada sabiex
wagt ix-xoghol pjanat fl-iskola sekondarja, jiddawwar fence madwar is-sit u jinfetah access ghas-sit, separat mill-iskola.

2020 - Bl-ghajnuna tal-progett LEADER fi hdan il-Gal Xlokk, id-Dipartiment tal-Arkeoloija u I-Klassi¢i tal-Universita' ta' Malta u
Heritage Malta, wettagna progett relatat mal-Villa Rumana - vidjow b’animazzjoni u mudell 3D b’interpretazzjoni tal-Villa
Rumana fiz-Zejtun.

2021 - Komplejna naghmlu pressjoni sabiex il-process ghall-immanigjar tal-Villa Rumana jigi konkluz. Gie mniedi |-mudell
digitali u I-vidjow dwar il-Villa Rumana. Hlogna sit elettroniku dwar il-Villa Rumana tai-Zejtun.

2022 - Baqa' ma sar ebda progress mill-awtoritajiet dwar il-Villa Rumana.Sadanittant kien hemm bidla fit-tmexxija tal-Iskola
Sekondarja u ghalhekk iltgajna mas-Surmast il-gdid u tkellimna dwar dan is-sit.

2023 - Rigward l-immanigjar tal-Villa Rumana fiz-Zejtun, sfortunatament gejna nfurmati li I-Ministeru tal-Edukazzjoni ghandu I-
pianijiet li jibni fuq il-fdalijiet tal-Villa Rumana. Ghaldagstant kibret il itiega li naghmlu pressjoni sabiex il-Villa taga’ f'idejn
Heritage Malta.

2024 - Bdejna kampanja informattiva dwar il-Villa Rumana u Zidna |-pressjoni sabiex wara tnax-il sena ta' hidma ma tagta’ xejn
biex dan is-sit skedat fl-oghla livell ta' protezzjoni jigi mhares minn kull zvillupp, dan jghaddi fidejn Heritage Malta illum qabel
ghada. r———

&R

Ghal aktar taghrif idhol dwar il-Villa Rumana: www.thezejtnromanvilla.com
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http://www.thezejtunromanvilla.com/

GHAMLULNA GIEH — Is-sitt ktieb mis-sensila

ls-sitt ktieb mis-sensiela Ghamlulna Gieh se jkun ged johrog fil-gimghat li
gejjin. Dan il-ktieb, irricerkat minn Dr. Anton Bugeja, se jkun dwar Dun Gwann
Farrugia u ta’ madwaru. Dun Gwann Farrugia, maghruf bhala “ta’ Gelandrin”,
flimkien ma’ numru ta’ fibieb, fosthom Loreto Gravino u Publius Farrugia, taw
kontribut siwi hafna lill-arkeologija Maltija. B’hidmiethom, ghamlu gieh lil
Beltna.

Fdan il-ktieb, I-awtur mhux biss jigbor noti biografici dwar dawn il-persuni, izda
wkoll jidholl fdettall dwar dak kollu li ghamlu, I-gharfien u I-informazzjoni i
hallew warajhom.

Tibdil fil-Pjan Lokali ta' Buleben

Wirt iz-Zejtun segwiet id-dikjarazzjoni li ghamel il-Prim Ministru fil-
jiem li ghaddew dwar iz-zona agrikola ta' Buleben u r-referenza ghall-
kampanja li konna ghamilna sitt snin ilu sabiex insalvaw din ii-zona
minn Zvilupp industrijali. Nirrikonoxxu I-fatt li I-Prim Ministru stqarr li
se jkun qed jara li |-Pjan Lokali jigi rivedut sabiex din iz-zona tibga' $¥
jona agrikola, hekk kif kien gie mwieghed mill-Gvern sitt snin ilu. &%
Nistennew b'hegga sabiex fil-jiem li gejjin insegwu I-istruzzjoni mill-

Gvern lill-Awtorita' tal-lppjanar sabiex tiskatta dan il-process u nharsu

bherqa li dan ir-raba’ jkun salvat minn Zvilupp darba ghal dejjem, u

b’hekk iz-Zwieten u I-komunitajiet tal-madwar ikomplu jgawdu dan I-

ispazju miftuh.

Aktar Xoghol ta’ Restawr

AFnofs April inbeda x-xoghol ta' restawr fuq l-istatwa tal-gebel ta' Santa Ewfemja li
hemm fuq in-naha tal-lemin tal-artal maggur fil-parrocéa |-gadima ta' Santa
Katarina. Din hija |-ewwel miz-zewg statwi li se jkunu qed jigu rrestawrati. Ix-xoghol
fuq l-istatwa ta’ Santa Katarina se jibda la titlesta |-ewwel statwa. Waqt I-ewwel
hidma li saret mill-konservaturi, bdiet tinkixef il-polikromija (il-kulur) originali tal-
istatwa.

Dan ix-xoghol qieghed isir mill-konservaturi Ingrid Ross u James Licari, bix-xoghol
iffinanzjat mill-Bank Centrali ta' Malta.
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The celebration of the
Feast of St Catherine in former times

Up till the beginning of the 1960s, the feast of St. Catherine was celebrated on the liturgical day dedicated to the saint, that is the 25th
November. The statue of the saint used to be taken out of its niche inside the parish church a week before the actual feast day and this was
done without any specific ceremony.

The celebrations used to begin with the Triduum, which is a 3-day period of prayer preceding
a Roman Catholic feast. The Triduum was very popular with the people of Zejtun and was
celebrated with much solemnity. The church used to be packed with people, who would come
to listen to the sermons usually delivered by a famous preacher of the period.

On the eve of the actual feast day, that is the 24th November, there was a special Mass in
the morning during which the Te Deum (a hymn of praise to God) was sung. In the evening
the holy relic would then be moved to the main altar for veneration by the people. The
members of the Confraternity of the Holy Sacrament, priests from Zejtun and a good number
of parish priests from other parishes used to take part in this ceremony. These celebrations
on the eve of and on the actual feast day were usually led by a bishop or monsignor wearing
the mitre. The church music was always by Maestro Carlo Diacono (a resident of Zejtun) and
the conductor used to be Diacono’s son, Frank. On the 25th November, the actual feast day,
the celebrations started off with the singing of Matins with the participation of St.
Catherine’s Orchestra (tal-Lacéi). The most important event was the Mass celebrated on this
day. The panegyric (a special sermon in praise of the saint) used to be delivered from the
main pulpit, by a preacher famous at that time, as is still done today. If the Mass was being
celebrated by a Bishop, it was common practice to set up a throne for the celebrant to sit on
during the Mass.

The outdoor feast, that is all other celebrations not taking place within the church, used to be a rather muted affair. This was due to the fact
that for the people of Zejtun at the time, the religious celebrations (those carried out inside the church) were of greater importance. Another
reason was that since the feast always fell in November, it was practically winter and rain was very much possible, so much so that the
outdoor decorations set up for the feast were nothing special, when compared to today. These outdoor decorations were only set up in the
main square, Triq il-Madonna tal-Bon Kunsill and Triq Santa Katerina, two streets leading off the main square. At the top of Trigq Santa Katerina
facing the church, a huge arch made by Pawlu Fenech of Lija, used to be set up. The outdoor feast used to start on the last day of the Triduum,
that is the 23rd November, with a band march by one of the village bands. The next day, at around 8.00am, there used to be the Te Deum band
march by the Beland Band, a very popular event at the time. All the banners that the band club owned used to be carried during this march. In
the evening, both band clubs used to present a musical programme in the village square. The St. Catherine Orchestra (tal-Lacci) often used to
take part in these musical programmes.Ground fireworks used to be let off in the area behind the parish church towards 11pm.

On the actual feast day, at around 1pm, the Zejtun Band used to hold its band march through the streets of the village. Again, this was a very
popular event and enthusiasm used to reach a peak when the march passed in front of the Beland Band club premises, their rivals. The
procession with the statue of St. Catherine started at 4.30pm and was back inside the church usually by 8.00pm. Various times the procession
had to be cancelled due to bad weather. At other times the statue would be caught in a downpour. The appearance of the statue on the
threshold of the church would be met with a lot of applause and shouting and huge amounts of coloured paper strips would be thrown on the
crowd from the roofs of both the church and the Beland Band club. In the evening, three band clubs from other villages would be invited to
come play, one band club invited by the Church and the other two by the two main band clubs. When the statue reached the main square on its
way back to church, and specifically when it stopped next to the large Crucifix in the main square, a huge amount of fireworks would be set off
from the roof of the Zejtun Band club premises. Just before the end of the procession, when the statue was on the parvis facing the church
main door, another huge amount of petards would be fired together at considerable height creating a display of colourful fire designs, as well
as a lot of noise, from the roof of the Beland Band club premises, directly in front of the church. After the final Benediction inside the church,
more fireworks would be let off marking the end of the festivities for that year.
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Lejliet San Girgor

Din is-sena kienet |-ghaxar sena li Wirt iz-Zejtun organizzat |-attivita ta’ Lejliet San
Girgor. Fil-fatt ghaxar snin ilu kellna maghna lill-President tar-Repubblika ta’ dak =
iz-mien, |-E.T. il-President Emeritu Marie Louise Coleiro Preca, li taht il-patrocinju &=
taghha gie inawgurat ix-xoghol ta’ restawr li I-ghaqda kienet ghamlet fuq I-istatwa
ta’ San Girgor li hemm fil-wesgha quddiem il-knisja.

Din is-sena wkoll, bhal ma sar is-sena |-ofira, Wirt iz-Zejtun organizzat din |-attivita’
flimkien mad-Direttorat tal-Kultura, fejn |-istess Direttorat gieghed jimpenja ruhu
bis-shih sabiex jerga’ jaghti |-hajja lil din il-festa tradizzjonali, li fl-antik kienet |§
meqjusa bhala wahda mill-festi ewlenin fuq livell nazzjonali. Permezz ta’ din il- |
kollaborazzjoni, din is-sena kellna maghna lil KorMalta li esegwixxa programm ta’
muzika A Cappella f'din il-knisja mill-ishah, gawhra arkitettonika u monument §
nazzjonali. Dan il-programm kien taht it-tmmexxija tas-surmast direttur Taljan,
Ricardo Bianchi, taht il-koordinazzjoni tal-kompozitur Karl Fiorini. ls-serata
tmexxiet minn Glenn Chircop. Sar ukoll intervent qasir mill-Perit Ruben Abela dwar
il-Knisja Parrokkjali I-Qadima fejn habbar li fNovembru li gej, Wirt iz-Zejtun se
torganizza s-simpozju biennali taghha bit-tema tkun il-Knisja Parrokkjali I-Qadima.

L-Ismijiet tad-djar fiz-Zejtun: Analizi Soc¢iologika

Id-dar, villa, razzett, garaxx jew appartament li togghod
fih: ghandu isem? L-isem ta' dar hija ghazla personali:
decizjoni ta' min jibniha, jixtriha jew jogghod fiha. Imma
xorta toffri tieqa ghal analizi ta' zviluppi socjali u

Din kienet it-tema ta’ tahdita li saret fid-19 ta’ Mejju fil-
kappella tas-Salvatur. It-tahdita kienet imsejsa fuq studju
i sar minn studenti tas-Socjologija tal-Universita' ta'
Malta f'10 lokalitajiet f'Malta fl-2022. Il-kelliem ewlieni
kien il-Professur tas-Socjologija, Godfrey Baldacchino
flimkien ma' Gabrielle Spiteri, mghejjuna minn James
Baldacchino u Maria Schembri. Wara t-tahdita kien hemm
mistoqgsijiet u diskussjoni fost dawk prezenti.

Prezentazzjoni lil Kunsill Lokali

| w iz-Zejtun, flimkien ma’ |-awtur, is-Sur Vincent
ammit, u |-fotografu u dizinjatur tal-ktieb, is-Sur Daniel
Cilia, ipprezentajna |-ktieb “I-Zejtun Citta’ Beland: Our
Heritage — Our Place — Our Life”, lis-Sindku is-Sa Maria

’ Dolor la, Fisem il-Kunsill Lokali tai-Zejtun.

. B L
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